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CENTRAL, WESTERN, AND SOUTH PACIFIC FISHERIES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT 

[Public Law 92–444, Approved Sept. 29, 1972, 86 Stat. 744] 

[Amended through Public Law 101–627, Nov. 28, 1990] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 92–444. It 
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above 
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law 
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:// 
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

AN ACT To authorize a program for the development of tuna and other latent 
fisheries resources in the Central, Western, and South Pacific Ocean. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That ø16 U.S.C. 
758e note¿ this Act may be cited as the ‘‘Central, Western, and 
South Pacific Fisheries Development Act’’. 

SEC. 2. ø16 U.S.C. 758e¿ The Secretary of Commerce (hereafter 
referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) is authorized to carry 
out, directly or by contract, with the Pacific Fisheries Development 
Foundation or other agency or organization, a program for the de-
velopment of the tuna and other latent fisheries resources of the 
Central, Western, and South Pacific Ocean. The program shall in-
clude, but not be limited to, exploration for, and stock assessment 
of, tuna and other fish; improvement of harvesting techniques; gear 
development; biological resource monitoring; and an economic eval-
uation of the potential for tuna and other fisheries in such area. 

SEC. 3. ø16 U.S.C. 758e–1¿ In carrying out the purposes of this 
Act, the Secretary shall consult, and may otherwise cooperate, with 
the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of State, the State of 
Hawaii and other affected States, the governments of American 
Samoa and Guam, the Office of the High Commissioner of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, educational institutions, the commercial 
fishing industry, and all appropriate member nations of a South 
Pacific regional fishery agency (hereinafter referred to in this Act 
as the ‘‘agency’’), if such an agency is formed. 

SEC. 4. ø16 U.S.C. 758e–1a¿ In addition to the authority grant-
ed in section 2, the Secretary, in consultation with representatives 
of all interested member nations of the agency, and those parties 
set forth in section 3, may establish in accordance with section 2, 
a cooperative program for the development of tuna and other latent 
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2 Sec. 5 CENTRAL, WESTERN, & SOUTH PACIFIC FISHERIES DEV.... 

1 The amendment made by P.L. 101–627 which directed the amendment to be made to section 
7 was carried out to section 8 to reflect the probable intent of Congress and the renumbering 
of section 7 as 8 by P.L. 95–295.  

fisheries resources of the Central, Western, and South Pacific 
Ocean to be submitted to the President and the Congress within 
one year following official formation of the agency. The Secretary 
shall make available to all interested member nations of the agency 
the results and findings of research or development projects carried 
out under this Act. 

øSEC. 5. Repealed by sec. 102 of P.L. 99–386 (100 Stat. 821).¿ 
SEC. 6. ø16 U.S.C. 758e–3¿ The Secretary shall prescribe such 

regulations as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
Act. Any contract entered into pursuant to section 2 of this Act 
shall be subject to such terms and conditions as the Secretary 
deems necessary and appropriate to protect the interests of the 
United States. 

SEC. 7. ø16 U.S.C. 758e–4¿ As used in this Act, the term ‘‘Cen-
tral, Western, and South Pacific Ocean’’ means that area of the Pa-
cific Ocean between latitudes 30 degrees north to 30 degrees south 
and from longitudes 120 degrees east to 130 degrees west. 

SEC. 8. ø16 U.S.C. 758e–5¿ There is authorized to be appro-
priated for the period beginning July 1, 1973, and ending June 30, 
1976, the sum of $3,000,000, and for the period beginning July 1, 
1976, and ending September 30, 1979, the sum of $4,000,000, and 
for each of the fiscal years 1980, 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984, 1985, 
1986, 1987, 1988, 1 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, and 1995, 
the sum of $5,000,000, to carry out the purposes of this Act. Sums 
appropriated pursuant to this section shall remain available until 
expended. 
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